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Hello Birders! 

Somewhat unusually, I am writing this at a dog show. The Kennel Club of Lusaka still manages to host a pedigree show a 

couple of times a year and, though small, it’s a very pleasant day out. I just hope I don’t get my feathers and my fur 

muddled up! 

I don’t want to jinx anything, so I won’t mention the 

weather, but I do wonder if it has anything to do with the 

number of spiders around at the moment? Walking 

around the garden has become something of a mission 

and definitely requires a long stick to be waved ahead, 

otherwise you are constantly walking into webs and 

picking up their inhabitants.  This photo was taken on the 

walk at Lazy J, in Lusaka, so I wonder if the birders had 

similar problems on the day.  

 

 

 

The AGM held on 05 March was not as well attended as those held in 

the evenings, so we will probably be back to the old ways next year. It 

was, however, a pleasant and harmonious affair and there aren’t many 

societies that can boast that! It’s always good to catch up with friends 

that you see so rarely. Sadly, the internet let us down and Guida 

couldn’t give us her high-tech demo, but that just meant that we could 

open the beers earlier. 

Amongst the new office bearers is me - I am now the Membership 

Secretary, so be prepared for a good nagging about subs, starting right 

now - have you paid up yet???? One of our missions this year is to 

encourage the guides at the lodges to help us with bird counts etc, so if 

you find a good one, get his contact details and let us know. Try to 

push the Lodges to become corporate members too - we will advertise 

for them free of charge. 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH February  2011 

SLATY EGRET - Egretta vinaceigula 

The Slaty Egret is rather a special bird, which is why it has just been the subject of a ‘Single Species Action Planning 

Workshop” at Maun, Botswana under the umbrella of AEWA, a rather cumbersome Acronym for “Agreement on the 

Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds” 

It was organised by Birdlife Botswana, and sponsored by the Federal Office for the Environment in Switzerland and the 

Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety in Germany. 

It is a “new” species, which was split off from the Black Egret in the 60s, and does not even appear in the first “Birds of 

Zambia” by Benson et al, published in 1971. It was previously thought to be a colour morph of the Black Egret, but it is a 

“good” species, quite different. The legs are yellowish all the way down instead of being black with contrasting yellow 

toes. It has a vinaceous (hence the scientific name vinaceigula) brown throat, sometimes extending right down the front 

of the neck and the slaty blue-grey hue of the whole plumage is distinctively different, paler than the Black Egret. Most 

importantly, the feeding behaviour is quite different, and it does NOT do the characteristic “umbrella-ing” (opening the 

wings to shade the water, ostensibly to improve visibility) that the Black Egret does, and looks very funny – a whole flock 

of them act in unison and a field full of birds is suddenly turned into a lot of mounds… 

The Slaty Egret frequently turns up in pools and marshes all over the country but there have been no breeding records. 

It likes seasonally inundated grasslands as on the Zambezi and Kafue flood plains. It breeds in small colonies, sometimes 

mixed with other egrets, herons, cormorants, and darters. It chooses reed beds, usually rather trampled reed beds with 

overgrown weeds and creepers. The waterberry fig Ficus verruculosa is another favoured site.  

The Zambezi floodplain between Livingstone and Shesheke, where the river is presently rising and covering the water 

pans seems eminently suitable and our IBA (Important Bird Area) bird guides stationed at Simungoma (40km short of 

Shesheke, at the turn to Mulobezi) should be doing some intensive searching over the next few months, which is the 

breeding season. 
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SIGHTINGS  JANUARY – FEBRUARY 2011 Bob Stjernstedt 

THICK-BILLED WEAVER 

Jan 22th Lusaka W farm 196a sub J (Wixted) small reed-bed on dam, nest 1 finished, bird probably incubating, nest 2  at 

“roost nest” stage with wide entrance. Feb 24th three fledgings seen being fed 

RED-HEADED QUELEA 

8th Feb Mulembo R Kasanka colony of ca 50 nests, in Papyrus, nests coarse grassy balls suspended underneath Papyrus 

heads. Birds around in flock, probably finished nesting 

WHITE-WINGED BABBLING STARLING 

11th Feb Mano - Marula Puku NLuangwa NP. 15km NE of usual spot on the escarpment They are obviously quite 

abundant along this escarpment. When we  played the voice from a recording made in Central Tanzania. A group of 15 

birds appeared instantly in a small tree 200 metres away.  We were with Ed Sayer the Manager of the Rhino Sanctuary. 

Stunted miombo at base of the scarp is obviously the habitat for the species and Ed frequently comes across them. 

SLATY EGRET 

Feb 16th. A visit to Simungoma IBA made especially to locate these birds preparatory to the AEWA workshop in Maun 

produced 3 birds in one of the flooded pans on the Zambezi river flats. Brett Saunders was with us plus the three IBA 

Bird Guides – Brett is familiar with these birds in the prime breeding grounds in the Okovango and confirmed that this 

was prime habitat. The river is just now flooding these areas and the IBA bird guides were asked to make a special 

search for breeding activity over the coming 2 – 3 months. 

KLAAS’S CUCKOO 

Chick reared by Paradise Flycatcher, 11th January Zambezi Farm W of Livingstone. ( see photograph below) 

 

 

This young Glossy Cuckoo was reared by 

Paradise Flycatchers in Chris & Fiona 

Grieffenberg’s garden on Zambezi Farm west 

of Livingstone. It fledged on 11th  January. 

These young Cuckoos are difficult to identify. 

Pete Leonard has suggested it is Klaas’s mainly 

because it has a white patch developing on the 

ear coverts, although an Emerald seemed to be 

in attendance. It’s parent would of course 

actually not be interested;  the job of rearing 

the chick is entirely left to the foster-parent 

the Paradise Flycatcher 
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ZOS AGM News 

The morning AGM didn’t prove as popular as last year’s evening show so maybe we need a re-think on that. However 19 

members did come along and it was a useful meeting. 

The chairperson’s report was read out and the main points of note were 

 The upgrade of the ZOS status from Partner Affiliate to Partner Designate 

 The need for ZOS to amend the constitution to recognise the existence of the secretariat and the new branches 

 The IBAs need to be signposted so that people living in Zambia are aware of these areas and aware of ZOS 

 ZOS has just secured a new 3 year funding grant from NORAD through the Norwegian Ornithological Society to 

assist with monitoring in the IBAs and helping the Site Support groups with environmental awareness and 

community projects 

 The rejection of the Fly Dragon Wood Lumber Company’s logging licence by the Environmental Council of 

Zambia was a success story. ZOS will need to find a way of preserving this forest before it disappears from other 

destructive forces such as charcoal burning and agriculture.  

 The consideration that ZOS should find a more user friendly name is to be considered by teh new committee 

The Treasurer then presented the accounts and the excess income over expenditure was 11+ million. It was noted that 

the ZOS assets in the accounts were not a true reflection of the assets held by ZOS and that these needed to be adjusted 

to reflect a more accurate value. 

Kevin Shone then reported on the activities of the Copperbelt Nest. They had done a number of birdwalks and birding 

weekends throughout the year and have brought on board a number of new members. 

The Office bearers were then elected and are as follows: 
Chairperson – Guida Bell-Cross  
Vice Chairperson – Mwape Sichilongo  
Treasurer – Patricia Bingham  
Membership/Newsletter – Cathy Goody 
Birdwalk Coordinator – Pete Chalcraft 
Member – Daniel Mwizabi 
Member – Paola Manfredi  
Member – Annette Willeman 
Member – Rory McDougall 
Member – Jerry Grieve 
Technical Advisor – Bob Stjernstedt  
ZAWA representative – Wilfred Moonga 
Copperbelt Nest – Kevin Shone 
Luangwa Nest – Fil Hide 

The election was followed by some discussion on various issues before finishing around 13.30. A full transcript of the 

minutes can be sent if you request from  zosmail2010@gmail.com  

NEW NAME 

Our Project Manager handed out his business card at a road block the other day and the policeman referred to him as a 

“doctor for bones” It is true that the “Zambian Ornithological Society” is a bit of a mouthful so we have made the 

decision to become more user friendly and call ourselves “BirdLife Zambia” which also brings us into the BirdLife family. 

We aim to do this gradually so that we can all get used to the new name but do not be surprised if you find our new 

name on notices and emails. 
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LUSAKA NEST BIRDWALKS 

This year we are introducing a monthly Saturday birdwalk in the Forest Reserve no 27 at the beginning of every month. 

This will not be a guided walk - more the opportunity to walk through some lovely miombo woodland with a group of 

like minded people. 

To get to Forest Reserve no 27 you drive along the Leopard’s Hill Road past the American School and turn left when you 

get to the barrier. Drive along State Lodge Road for about 400m until you reach Musuku Road which is signed on the 

left. Musuku Road is a reasonable dirt road so you do not need 4 wheel drive but you will be travelling for about 4 kms 

along this road to reach the container. This is where we will meet at 8 and take a wander through the surrounding 

woodland. Children and dogs on the leash are welcome. 

There will continue to be guided monthly birdwalks on Sundays at interesting birding places as before. 

Check the website for the dates of these activities and when you get back remember to enter you sightings on “World 

Birds”. 

January Waterbird Counts 

 
A reminder for the January Waterbird Counts. Some sites will have been counted in 
November where conditions make it impossible to count in January, but wherever possible 
the sites should be counted in January. 
 
Sites that are regularly counted are Blue Lagoon, (although here conditions are sometimes 
difficult in January and we sometimes count in late December) Huntley, Nsobe, Nkanga 
River Conservation Area – the farm dams there particularly Lake Harriet and Lake Meg, 
Livingstone and the sites in South Luangwa. Anybody wishing to count at Lochinvar please 
contact Griffin Shanungu who co-ordinates the counts there. 
 
The count coverage in Zambia is still somewhat limited. If you know of a site that hasn’t 
been counted before, please do one there and help to extend the coverage. Just send the 
co-ordinates and a brief description of the site when you send me your count data. If you do not have a GPS please give 
a good description of where the site is. 
 
And a special plea. We have no data for anywhere around Bangweulu, so if anyone is up that way, please try and do a 
count. It is one of the great gaps in our surveys. The only time a count was done there in the last 10 years was at Chikuni 
in July 2006! 
 
I hope to be able to make a review of the last 10 years of waterbird counts available on the website in February or 
March for anyone who is interested.  
 
Please send all counts to me at <cwood30@hotmail.com>  
 
Should you need a copy of the count form please ask me at the same email address. 
 
Many thanks to all those who undertook counts in July, 
 
Good luck and good birding.  
 
Chris  
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Lusaka Nest  Bird Walk on Lazy J Farm 27 February - Bob Stjernstedt 

About 15 members in 8 cars turned up at the entrance to Lazy J 

Sanctuary at 8am on 27th February 2011. We were lucky with 

the weather – it was raining this time yesterday. We 

assembled at the Camp Site and were rewarded almost 

immediately by two nice raptors – a perched Black-shouldered 

Kite which we had good views of through the telescope, and in 

the sky a Black-breasted Snake Eagle. We all carried on  

Eastwards, reasonably but not entirely together, A Botanical 

contingent following Mike Bingham, and two birdwatching 

groups one following Pete Chalcraft, the other with Bob 

Stjernstedt. 

We only totaled about 40 species, but some good quality. 

Highlight was perhaps the Miombo Rock Thrush, a miombo 

endemic which in spite of its name has nothing to do with 

rocks. We had lengthy views of this, the telescope was useful 

and Bob kept it aroused by playing its song on his cell phone -  

cell phones these days are good for birds, which sometimes 

even answer the call !    

 

Another excitement was a Crested Barbet visiting its nest-hole in a branch just above head height. A pair of Pennant-

winged Nightjars were flushed. The male had conspicuous white patches on 

the wings, but the pennants had fallen off. A Black-eared Seed-eater 

was singing was singing lustily from the canopy.  High up in the sky 

almost out of sight a group of Common (European) Swifts could just be 

made out and Bob, if no-one else, could hear them screaming – they 

don’t scream so much as on their breeding grounds, but they do 

sometimes. A mixed group of about 15 Helmet-shrikes provided good 

entertainment, coming in to playback of food-begging calls of the 

White Helmet-shrike. Both the White and Retz’s Red-billed Helmet-

shrikes make the same food-begging call and the flocks quite often 

merge even if they normally keep separate – the Red-billed are slightly 

larger and keep in the canopy whereas the White are usually in the 

understorey or in less well-grown woodland, but there is a degree of 

overlap.  

Pete Chalcraft had Miombo Pied Barbet and Souza’s Shrike near the 

Sink-hole. We went there and didn’t find them, but we had a nice 

Arnott’s Chat.  

We also had some nice Woodpeckers. No Bearded but Cardinal, Golden-tailed, and Bennet’s in the same place. Thr 

Bennet’s flew back and forth over our heads in response to playback. All Woodpeckers look the same, but Bennet’s is 

rather different in habit: it doesn’t drum like the others and feeds mainly on the ground on columns of ants. 

 

Miombo Rock-thrush 

Black-eared Seed-eater 
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Vulture Counts 

Dear All, 

Please do not forget our vulture counts!!! 

To those of you who have sent, thank you so very, very much. I do intend to soldier on! If I have not yet replied, I 

apologise sincerely, but will do so soon. 

My silence has been because I have been a tad busy these last few months for my Art Exhibition.  

I hope to post it on my website soon. www.mcdougallart.net  

Many thanks and take care, 

Rory.  

 

 

 

Recent Additions to the Zambian IBA Bird Checklists - Pete Leonard 

Since the Zambian IBA book was published in 2005, many additions have been made to the individual site checklists and 
indeed this was one of the aims of publishing the lists in the first place! Conservation must begin with data. Last year, a 
chapter in Tauraco Research Report 9 (available as a pdf from ZOS) detailed the first raft of additions and from now on 
the intention is to publish additions from time to time in this newsletter.  

Those of you who wish to maintain an up to date set of checklists need not worry about doing so yourselves, as a 
spreadsheet of all National Park and IBA checklists is available to download from the ZOS website and this will also be 
updated periodically. There are still lots of gaps to fill in our knowledge and hopefully this will inspire some of you to 
explore some of the more remote and fascinating IBAs and contribute to our knowledge of them. Please send additions 
to ZOS or directly to me at pleonard@care4free.net. 

West Lunga NP 

Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara, Red-capped Robin Cossypha natalensis, Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta (Rod 
Tether, 17/11/09) 

Lukwakwa GMA 

Reed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus, Darter Anhinga rufa, White-backed Night Heron Gorsachius leuconotus, Cattle 
Egret Bubulcus ibis, Green-backed Heron Butorides striata, Grey Heron Ardea cinerea, Openbill Stork Anastomus 
lamelligerus, Hadada Bostrychia hagedash, White-faced Duck Dendrocygna viduata, African Cuckoo Hawk Aviceda 
cuculoides, White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis, African Finfoot Podica senegalensis, African Jacana 
Actophilornis africanus, Water Dikkop Burhinus vermiculatus, Rock Pratincole Glareola nuchalis, Crowned Plover 
Vanellus coronatus, Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos, Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus, Didric Cuckoo 
Chrysococcyx caprius, Burchell's Coucal Centropus superciliosus, Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus, Red-faced 
Mousebird Urocolius indicus, Half-collared Kingfisher Alcedo semitorquata, Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata, Striped 
Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti, Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima, White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides, 
Böhm's Bee-eater Merops boehmi, Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara, African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp, West 
African Thrush Turdus pelios , Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina (Rod Tether, 16-19/11/09) 

http://www.mcdougallart.net/
mailto:pleonard@care4free.net
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Liuwa Plain NP 

Pygmy Kingfisher Ceyx pictus (Rod Tether, 28/11/09), Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera (Robin Pope, 13/12/2009) 
African Water Rail Rallus caerulescens (Robin Pope 15/12/2009) 

Sioma Ngwezi NP        

Great Snipe Gallinago media  (Les Reynolds, 12/1/10, Malombe) 

Simungoma        

Rosy-breasted Longclaw Macronyx ameliae (Les Reynolds, 15/1/10, Zambezi floodplain) 

Mosi-Oa-Tunya NP        

Magpie Mannikin Spermestes fringilloides  (Bob Stjernstedt, 25/11/09, Tongabezi) 

Lower Zambezi NP        

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus  (P. Grobler, R. McDougall, 17/10/09) Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera, ssp 
reichenowi, (R. McDougall, R. Hooper, 2/11/09) European Cuckoo Cuculus canorus (R. McDougall, 12/11/09) Red-billed 
Teal Anas erythrorhyncha  (Paul Grobler, 21/10/10, nr Chiawa Camp) 

Chisamba        

Pearl-breasted Swallow Hirundo dimidiata  (Bennie van den Brink, 21/12/09, Huntley Farm) Stonechat Saxicola 
torquatus, Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  (Bennie van den Brink 15/11/09, Huntley Farm) 

Imanda        

Openbill Stork Anastomus lamelligerus, Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos, Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla 
flaviventris  (Sister Connie Treppe, 7/3/10) African Hobby Falco cuvierii  (Bob Stjernstedt 31/8/10) 

Kasanka NP        

European Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus  (F. Willems, K. Behrens 4/11/09, Fibwe Hide) Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus 
ruber  (Frank Willems, 19/1/10, Lake Wasa) Great Snipe Gallinago media  (Frank Willems, 14/4/10, Chinangali Plain) 
Sooty Falcon Falco concolor  (Frank Willems, 8/11/10, Fibwe Hide) Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica  (F. Willems, 
9/11/09, Kapabi) Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia  (Frank Willems, 27/11/10, Wasa Camp) Curlew Sandpiper Calidris 
ferruginea  (Frank Willems, 25/11/2010, Lake Wasa) 

Mutinondo Wilderness        

Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea, European Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus, Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor (J. 
Poelsatra 24-26/3/09) 

Bangweulu Swamps (not inc Isangano NP)        

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos (Frank Willems, 8/10/10, Shoebill Camp) 

Shiwa Ng'andu        

African Black Coucal Centropus grillii, Eastern Least (Pallid) Honeyguide Indicator meliphilus, Black-and-rufous Swallow 
Hirundo nigrorufa (Daniel Danckwerts, 12-22/12/08) 
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RESULTS OF RINGING EXPEDITION TO SOUTHERN ZAMBIA, 1-12 NOVEMBER 2010 

Report to the Zambian Ornithological Society, Zambian Wildlife Authority, 
SAFRING and Animal Demography Unit, University of Cape Town 

 
MAGDALENA REMISIEWICZ

1
 & JOEL AVNI

2 

 
1Animal Demography Unit, Department of Zoology, University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 7701, South Africa & Avian 
Ecophysiology Unit, Department of Zoology, University of Gdaosk, al. Legionów 9, 80–441 Gdaosk, Poland, e-mail: 
biomr@univ.gda.pl 
2 Ecotone Africa, PO Box 37661, Valyland 7978, Cape Town, e-mail: joel@ecotoneafrica.com  

 
 

 
 

Bird ringing and training of Zambian ringers at Lochinvar, 5-8 November 2010  
 

 The expedition aimed to ring waders and other waterbirds in Lochinvar National Park and at other wetlands in 
Zambia. This project was a follow-up to the AFRING  course to train African bird ringers that was organised in October-
November 2008 at Blue Lagoon National Park by the Zambian Ornithological Society, the African-Eurasian Waterbird 
Agreement and the Animal Demography Unit of the University of Cape Town. At that course MR met Mr Griffin Kaize 
Shanungu, ecologist of the Lochinvar National Park, and Mrs Lizanne Roxburgh and Mr Chris Wood of the Zambian 
Ornithological Society. They had conducted regular waterbird observations at Lochinvar and encouraged the trainers to 
explore the possibility of ringing ducks and waders in this area. The ringing expedition at Lochinvar became part of MR’s 
research project at the University of Cape Town: “Moult strategies of migrant waders using coastal and inland habitats 
within the Euro-African migration system”. Lochinvar was also chosen in recognition of its potential as a future study site 
for waders and passerines migrating from Europe to Zambia and southern Africa.  

 

Photo: J. Avni 

mailto:joel@ecotoneafrica.com
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Participants:  

1. Dr Magdalena Remisiewicz: post-doctoral researcher at the Animal Demography Unit, University of Cape Town, 
South Africa, and a researcher at the Department of Vertebrate Ecology and Zoology, University of Gdaosk, 
Poland.  

2. Dr Jarosław Nowakowski: head of the Bird Migration Research Station, University of Gdaosk, Poland. 

3. Mr Joel Avni: bird ringer collaborating with the South African Bird Ringing Unit (SAFRING) at the University of 
Cape Town. 

4. Ms Izabela Nowakowska: biology student, University of Warsaw, Poland.  

Local support and ringing trainees: 

1. Mr Griffin Kaize Shanungu: ecologist, Lochinvar National Park, Zambia. 

2. Ms Wilma Blaser: PhD student, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, conducting field research at Lochinvar. 

3.  Ms Helen Taylor: Zambian MSc graduate in Conservation Biology and trainee bird ringer.  Mr Danny Boyd: 
Conservation Biology graduate from UK and trainee bird ringer. Mr Webster Chisumpa: ranger at Lochinvar 
National Park. 

 Our team visited Lochinvar National Park from 3 to10 November 2010 and after surveying the area conducted 
ringing from 5 to 8 November 2010 in the Lochinvar Game Management area (15º50'56.7''S, 27º08'20.7''E) adjacent to 
the park. We set up eight two-shelf and two five-shelf wader mistnets, as well as two duck mistnets, across shallow 
lagoons and wet meadows. Nets were opened between 4:30 a.m. and about 10 a.m. and between 5 p.m. and 12 p.m., 
and were checked constantly. We also set up three walk-in traps that were open from 4:30 a.m. until 12 p.m. and 
examined by telescope during daylight and whenever the nets were checked after sundown. The traps proved 
unsuccessful and caught no birds.. All the birds caught in the nets were identified, ringed,  aged and sexed. Each newly 
ringed bird was measured using SAFRING’s protocols (De Beer et al. 2001) and the Polish standards (Meissner 2000): 
total head length, bill length (to the feather line), tarsus length, tarsus+toe length, wing length, body mass, with full 
moult records of primaries as well as the secondaries, tertials and rectrices for waders and ducks. 

 We ringed 90 birds of 22 species at Lochinvar, including 80 waterbirds. Our results and observations are 
presented in Tables 1 and 2. The most numerous species we ringed was Blacksmith Lapwing, mostly adults from the 
non-breeding flocks present all over the wetland. The second most numerous species was Red-winged Pratincole, most 
likely local breeding birds, as suggested by the immatures that we caught and that were observed in large numbers. Of 
the migrant Palaearctic waders the most numerous species we observed were Ruff, feeding on wet grasslands in flocks 
of few hundred birds, and Little Stints forming flocks of few tens around muddy lagoons.  

 The species composition of the ringed ducks and other waterbirds reflects our observations of the smaller 
species we observed that could be caught in mistnets. But the numbers of waders and ducks we ringed do not reflect 
the great numbers we observed, because there was so much suitable habitat available in the wetlands and at the myriad 
small lagoons that they could easily move away from the mistnets and traps when disturbed. The most interesting 
record was of three Temminck's Stints, including two adults in primary moult. These records fall outside this species’ 
main non-breeding range, although they are are scarce but regular visitors to Zambia (Hockey et al. 2005). The most 
impressive sightings were the groups of up to 50 Wattled Cranes at a time scattered over the floodplain in one of their 
last remaining strongholds.  

 Most of the birds were ringed and measured by the trainees, with the assistance and verification of their 
measurements by SAFRING ringers Magda Remisiewicz and Joel Avni. The results of the ringing training are presented in 
Table 3. 
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Bird ringing at Bruce-Miller's farm near Choma, 10 November 2010  

 We set up 10 passerine mistnets in the morning and evening of 10 November 2010 across a stream running 
through the farm and in the bushes alongside it. We caught 13 birds, including three species of kingfishers, with a family 
of two adults and a young Giant Kingfisher (Table 4). The most interesting observation was of an African Finfoot 
patrolling the stream. All species we observed are listed in Table 5.  
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CHUNYU REVISITED  JAN 2011 -  Fil Hide,  LUANGWA NEST 

 

My home in the Luangwa Valley is a special place for birds.  When we were given the land nearly 9 years ago it had been 
used as a vegetable garden and only a few trees had escaped the chopper.  We have left almost everything to grow, 
added a few extra trees for variety, beauty and use, and cleared only as much bush as we need to, and the birds have 
come.  So far we have managed, though only just, to protect the plot from the fires which sweep in from all sides every 
May to October, with broad firebreaks.  Surrounded on 3 sides by floodplain of mainly grasses and salt bush, we have 
areas of undisturbed bush and woodland, and a lawn where we put bowls of water for thirsty birds & animals. 

Near the end of January this year I realised that it was many weeks since I had investigated the plot, due to a period of 
absence and other priorities, so over the following few days I checked out most corners of the 4.5 hectares. 

The road into the plot, which cuts through my neighbour’s garden (large and increasingly treeless due to the annual late 
burn, so now mainly scrub and grass) is always good for seed-eaters in the rains, and a bit of pottering about produced 
some treats amongst the more common species.  Plumed for the breeding season, Cardinal Queleas were back again, 
never seen (or, at least, identified!) in the dry season, a Pintailed Widow hanging around his usual tree and chasing 
females, a couple of Paradise Widows with the same occupation, and large numbers of  Bishops – Red and Black-
winged Red – and White-winged Whydahs even more frantic about getting their females.  A Village Indigobird sat in his 
regular summer perch at the top of a Tamarind tree (I wonder if it is the same bird on every year?).  The road is always 
full of the prettiest songs, performed currently by African Mourning Doves, Black-crowned Tchagras, African 
Moustached Warblers and, less prettily, by Great Reed Warblers. 

Following the firebreak along the edge of the floodplain I was very excited to hear a Streaky-breasted Flufftail, missed 
for several years now.  I saw an African Black Coucal sitting on a grass stem that looked as if it couldn’t really support its 
weight; they are regular here in the rains but heard much more often than seen.  Southern Crowned Cranes were on the 
plain now it has a few inches of water, as were Southern Ground Hornbills in the early mornings.  Bateleurs, a 
Wahlbergs’ Eagle and Long-crested Eagles checked for prey from above, and, closer to the ground, an African Marsh 
Harrier hunted just above the grass line.  The Short-winged Cisticolas were sitting on the power lines, Fan-tailed zitting 
below and Rattling on bushes nearby.  The Eurasian Oriole I had heard for several days put in an appearance in the trees 
bordering the floodplain, where, on different occasions, I saw Lizard Buzzard, a pair of Scimitarbills, and, regularly, 
Spotted Flycatchers, a Red-backed Shrike, Amethyst Starlings, and Purple-banded Sunbirds.  

Walking around in the woodland I surprised a Mozambique Nightjar on the path; I regularly find them here in the rains 
though rarely hear them.  There were many African Masked Weavers with, it seems, more nests than last year, and, 
further into the plot, Red Bishops nests were hanging in the grasses in anticipation of the pond that usually forms there.  

The powerline at the back of the plot provides a perch for the Broad-billed Rollers and their young at this time of year 
and they were joined by many Little Bee-Eaters, some only a few months old, and, at various times, Eurasian Bee-
eaters, Crowned Hornbills and Brown-hooded Kingfishers.    The grasses and bush beneath the power line are always 
home to Common Waxbills, Jameson’s Firefinches, White-browed Coucals and Natal Francolins.  There is a clump of 
established trees nearby from where a Western-banded Snake Eagle was calling. 

Birds visible from my verandah included a Gymnogene checking out all the Hyphaene palms for eggs laid by our many 
Collared Palm Thrushes and African Palm Swifts, and an African Goshawk clicked for ages in the Rain tree one morning.  
Brown-necked Parrots flew noisily over, Jacobin and Klass’s Cuckoos were regular, a pair of Scimitarbills appeared 
once.  Black Cuckoo Shrikes and Willow Warblers were tireless vocalists, and Red-throated Twinspots visited the water 
bowls.  And I was never alone thanks to our Wire-tailed Swallow pair who have lived on the verandah for 8 years now. 

Others heard from the house included Thrush Nightingales and European Marsh Warblers, Black-throated Wattle-eyes, 
and, at night, Wood Owls. A total of 98 species, despite quite a few regulars missing. 
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ZOS WEEKEND - NKWALI,  LUANGWA VALLEY  4TH – 6TH February 2011 

:  
Steve Williams Tina Ship Kevin Shone 
Glenys Shone Brian Shone Susan Shone 

Andrew Maree Riki Maree Pavla Jezkova 
Jan Isaksen Katja Isaksen Annette Willemen 

Aloys Lorkeers   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The whole party met at the domestic departure lounge at Lusaka Airport, the Copperbelt contingent having landed 

earlier from Ndola.   Proflight flew us to Mfuwe on time and we were met by an RPS vehicle as well as a White Stork 

strutting around the airport and giving us our first “tick.” 

We drove to the park gates at the bridge across the Luangwa River, where we were met by three game-viewing vehicles 
and taken for our first drive with RPS guides Kanga Banda, Braston Daka and Sebastian Kamwendo. A volunteer in each 
vehicle kept notes of all the sightings which were consolidated later by Annette. Sundowners gave us a chance to catch 
our breath and get to know each other and then we made our way slowly back to camp.  Thirty or so birds were seen 
that first evening – as well as plenty of elephants, hippo, impala, puku and a small group of lion quite close to and 
heading in the direction of the camp – to the trepidation of some of the group. 
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Porridge and toast were served around 

a fire at 05.30 the following morning 

where we exchanged stories of all the 

night noises which included lion, 

baboons and a leopard but sadly no 

owls or nightjars.  We knew that the 

morning drive would be productive 

when it took us twenty minutes to leave 

the grounds of the camp and another 

three and a half hours just to get to the 

park gates!  A lot of this time was spent 

trying to identify a cuckoo which 

skilfully avoided giving us a clear frontal 

view.  Eventually it obliged and we all 

agreed on African Grey Cuckoo.  We did 

later see Jacobin Cuckoo but only heard 

the distinctive calls of the Emerald and 

Black Cuckoos. The trilling of the 

Woodland Kingfishers and the 

monotonous chirruping of the White-

browed Sparrow-weavers followed us                                            

everywhere we went.  

By around 11.00 hours we were ready for 

our morning coffee but had a wonderful 

surprise when we found Daudi and his 

catering staff under a tree by the side of a 

lagoon awaiting us with a cold towel, a drink 

and our lunch.  After a gin and tonic and a 

couple of glasses of wine, Annette had some 

trouble coordinating the rabble, but 

eventually we reached a total of eighty two 

birds seen and thirteen heard.  There was 

also a long discussion about the parrots we 

saw which the RPS guides insisted were 

Cape rather than Grey-headed.  Bob 

Sternstejd has been consulted and considers 

the confusion to be just of names.  The Cape 

Parrot is an endangered species which 

occurs only in very limited areas of South 

Africa.  The only two parrots occurring in 

Zambia are Meyers and Grey-headed.  The 

fact that some parrots in the Luangwa Valley 

seem to have more brown than grey heads 

and that a female has been spotted with a 

red front (forehead) did not seem to 

influence his determination.  We were also not sure whether the Grey-headed sparrow was Northern or Southern.  We 
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have put Northern on the list but according to Bob we could well have also seen the Southern which has a prominent 

white wing patch, is a smaller bird and probably endemic to mopane woodland.  

After a short post-prandial drive we parked the vehicles on the bank of the river opposite the camp and were taken 

across on a boat (this is such a plus for Nkwali as one can be in and out of the park within a couple of minutes this way).  

Some of the group took a dip in the new pool by the dining area and there was quite a bit of shut-eye all round.  That 

evening the party split between a river cruise, two birding vehicles and one game-viewing vehicle.  The highlight of the 

evening was a beautiful female leopard which walked within a few feet of the vehicles and we also saw a solitary old 

male lion drinking from a puddle in the road.  Sundowners produced the biggest laugh of the trip.  Steve chose the call of 

the Pearl-spotted Owl to show off the capabilities of his PDA.  Unknown to us there was one nearby who responded with 

an identical call a few seconds later much to the amusement of all and adding another tick to the “heard” list. 

The following morning, after another early start, we again crossed the river and then drove through the park back to 

camp adding a few more to the list.   We stopped for a hyena strolling into the bushes and spotted a magnificent Dwarf 

Bittern which posed for us for several minutes.  After lunch we were taken to the airport – some stopping over at Tribal 

Textiles – for our flight back to Lusaka. 

The final total of birds was 127 seen and 16 heard.    

A great trip with great company and we look forward to next year.  

Steve and Tina  
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Table 1. Summary of ringing results at Lochinvar (15º50'56.7''S, 27º08'20.7''E) 5-8 November 2010. Immatures – 
SAFRING ageing categories 2 (juvenile), 3 (immature) and 5 (0-5 months old) combined, adults - SAFRING category 4. 

 

No Species/group Immatures Adults Total 

    Waders 

1 Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover) 1 21 22 

2 Collared (Red-winged) Pratincole 5 13 18 

3 Common Greenshank 0 2 2 

4 Common Sandpiper 1 0 1 

5 Kittlitz's Plover 1 1 2 

6 Little Stint 1 2 3 

7 Long-toed Lapwing (Plover) 0 3 3 

8 Marsh Sandpiper 0 1 1 

9 Ruff 2 0 2 

10 Temminck's Stint 1 2 3 

11 Wood Sandpiper 1 0 1 

Total waders 13 45 58 

Other waterbirds 

12 African Jacana 1 3 4 

13 Grey-headed Gull 1 0 1 

14 Hottentot Teal 0 7 7 

15 Red-billed Teal (Duck) 0 6 6 

16 White-faced (Whistling) Duck 2 0 2 

17 Yellow-billed Duck 0 2 2 

Total other waterbirds 4 18 22 

Passerines 

18 Barn (European) Swallow 2 3 5 

19 Common House Martin 0 1 1 

20 
Square-tailed (Mozambique) 
Nightjar 0 2 2 

21 Yellow-throated Sandgrouse 0 1 1 

22 White-throated Swallow 0 1 1 

Total passerines and others 2 8 10 

  Total 19 71 90 
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Table 2. Results of ringing training at Lochinvar (15º50'S 27 º08'E), 5-8 November 2010. 
 

No. Bird species 

Trainee 

Griffin 
Shanungu 

Helen 
Taylor 

Danny 
Boyd 

1 African Jacana 1 1   

2 Barn (European) Swallow 1 1   

3 Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover) 8 7 1 

4 Collared (Red-winged) Pratincole 4 11 1 

5 Common Greenshank     1 

6 Grey-headed Gull   1   

7 Hottentot Teal 2 2   

8 Kittlitz's Plover   2   

9 Little Stint   1   

10 Long-toed Lapwing (Plover) 1 1   

11 Red-billed Teal (Duck)   3   

12 Ruff   2   

13 Square-tailed (Mozambique) Nightjar 1 1   

14 Temminck's Stint   2   

15 White-faced (Whistling) Duck   1   

  Total 18 36 3 

 

 

Strange and wonderful bugs! 

This picture was sent in connection with the bird walk on the Lazy J Ranch - included here, not just to fill a gap, but to 
give you some relief from all thse tables! 
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Table 3. Observations of birds at Lochinvar (15º50'56.7''S, 27º08'20.7''E) 3-4 November 2010. 
 

No  English species name Latin species name Number 

1 Great Egret Egretta alba ca 100 

2 Slaty Egret Egretta vinaceigula 1 

3 Black Stork Ciconia nigra 1 

4 African (Openbilled) Openbill (Stork) Anastomus lamelligerus 100 

5 Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus 10 

6 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 1 

7 African Spoonbill Platalea alba 1 

8 White-faced (Whistling) Duck Dendrocygna viduata ca 50 

9 Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata ca 10 

10 Cape Teal Anas capensis ca 30 

11 Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota ca 50 

12 Comb (Knob-billed) Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 50 

13 Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis ca 20 

14 Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 2 

15 White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus ca 50 

16 African Fish-Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 2 

17 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 1 

18 Grey Crowned (Crowned) Crane Balearica regulorum 2 

19 African Jacana Actophilornis africanus ca 20 

20 Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius ca 30 

21 Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus ca 20 

22 Crowned Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus coronatus ca 30 

23 Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus armatus ca 50 

24 Long-toed Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus crassirostris ca 20 

25 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos ca 10 

26 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola ca 50 

27 Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 1 

28 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 10 

29 Little Stint Calidris minuta ca 10 

30 Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii 3 

31 Ruff Philomachus pugnax ca 200 

32 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica ca 30 

33 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus ca 50 

34 Collared (Red-winged) Pratincole Glareola pratincola ca 3000 

35 Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus 4 

36 Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 2 

37 Yellow-throated Sandgrouse Pterocles gutturalis ca 30 

38 Cape Turtle (Ring-necked) Dove Streptopelia capicola ca 20 

39 Grey Go-away-bird (Lourie) Corythaixoides concolor 1 

40 Coppery-tailed Coucal Centropus cupreicaudus 1 

41 Square-tailed (Mozambique) Nightjar Caprimulgus fossii 2 

42 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster ca 50 
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43 European Roller Coracias garrulus 1 

44 African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 2 

45 Barn (European) Swallow Hirundo rustica ca 100 

46 White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 1 

47 Common House-Martin Delichon urbica  1 

48 Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 1 

49 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava ca 5 

50 African (Grassveld/Grassland) Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus ca 20 

 

 
 
 

Table 4 Summary of ringing results at Bruce-Millers' farm near Choma (16º36'S, 27º05'E) on 10 November 2010. 
Immatures – SAFRING ageing categories 2 (juvenile), 3 (immature) and 5 (0-5 months old) combined, adults - SAFRING 

category 4. 
 

No Species/group Immatures Adults Age 
unknown 

Total 

Kingfishers and waterbirds 

1 African Pygmy Kingfisher   1   1 

2 Brown-hooded Kingfisher   1   1 

3 Giant Kingfisher 1 2   3 

4 Green-backed (Striated) Heron   1   1 

   Total kingfishers and waterbirds 1 5   6 

Passerines and others 

5 Bearded Scrub-Robin   1   1 

6 Grey (Southern Grey) Tit   1   1 

7 Grey-backed Camaroptera (split)     1 1 

8 Terrestrial Brownbul (Bulbul) 1 1   2 

9 
White-browed (Heuglin's) Robin-
Chat   1   1 

10 Yellow-bellied Greenbul (Bulbul)   1   1 

Total passerines and others 1 5 1 7 

  Total 3 10 3 13 
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Table 5. List of species (focused on waterbirds) observed at Bruce-Millers' farm near Choma (16º36'S, 27º05'E) on  

10 November 2010. 

No English Latin

1 Little Grebe (Dabchick) Tachybaptus ruficollis

2 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

3 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

4 Squacco  Heron Ardeola ralloides

5 Rufous-bellied Heron Ardeola rufiventris

6 White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus

7 African Pygmy-Goose Nettapus auritus

8 Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus

9 African Fish-Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer

10 African Rail Rallus caerulescens

11 Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostris

12 African Finfoot Podica senegalensis

13 African Jacana Actophilornis africanus

14 Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis

15 Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius

16 Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris

17 Blacksmith Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus armatus

18 African Wattled Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus senegallus

19 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

20 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

21 Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima (H. maximus)

22 African Pygmy-Kingfisher Ispidina (Ceyx) picta

23 Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris

24 Grey (Southern Grey) Tit Parus afer

25 Terrestrial Brownbul (Bulbul) Phyllastrephus terrestris

26 Yellow-bellied Greenbul (Bulbul) Chlorocichla flaviventris

27 White-browed (Heuglin's) Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini

28 Grey-backed Camaroptera (split) Camaroptera brevicaudata   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join our Yahoo Groups for email discussion with other interested people 

zambiabirds@yahoogroups.com 

 

mailto:zambiabirds@yahoogroups.com
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LIST FROM CHUNYU PLOT  28-31 January ’11- Fil Hide 

1 
 

26  Black-headed Heron 47 
 

473  Heuglin’s Robin 

2 
 

30  Openbill Stork 48 
 

476  Collared Palm Thrush 

3 
 

36  Marabou Stork 49 
 

495  African Moustached Warbler 

4 
 

45  White-faced Tree Duck 50 
 

499  (Eurasian) Marsh Warbler 

5 
 

76  Western Banded Snake Eagle 51 
 

500  Great Reed Warbler 

6 
 

77  Bateleur 52 
 

514  Willow Warbler 

7 
 

78  Gymnogene 53 
 

528  Fan-tailed Cisticola 

8 
 

80  African Marsh Harrier 54 
 

534  Rattling Cisticola 

9 
 

89  African Goshawk 55 
 

536  Short-winged Cisticola 

10 
 

91  Lizard Buzzard 56 
 

542  Red-faced Cisticola 

11 
 

94  Wahlberg’s Eagle 57 
 

548  Tawny-flanked Prinia 

12 
 

102  Long-crested Eagle 58 
 

552  Yellow-breasted Apalis 

13 
 

127  Natal Francolin 59 
 

557  Bleating Bush Warbler 

14 
 

142  Streaky-breasted Flufftail 60 
 

564  Spotted Flycatcher 

15 
 

157  Southern Crowned Crane 61 
 

577  Black-throated Wattle-eye 

16 
 

244  African Mourning Dove 62 
 

596  Collared Sunbird 

17 
 

245  Cape Turtle Dove 63 
 

604  Yellow-bellied Sunbird 

18 
 

246  Red-eyed Dove 64 
 

613  Purple-banded Sunbird 

19 
 

247  Emerald-spotted Wood Dove 65 
 

619  Eurasian Oriole 

20 
 

251  African Green Pigeon 66 
 

623  Red-backed Shrike 

21 
 

252  Brown-necked Parrot 67 
 

628  Southern Puffback 

22 
 

262  Jacobin Cuckoo 68 
 

630  Brown-headed Tchagra 

23 
 

274  Klaas’s Cuckoo 69 
 

631  Black-crowned Tchagra 

24 
 

277  African Black Coucal 70 
 

632  Tropical Boubou 

25 
 

280  White-browed Coucal 71 
 

636  Orange-breasted Bush Shrike 

26 
 

290  Wood Owl 72 
 

643  Fork-tailed Drongo 

27 
 

298  Mozambique Nightjar 73 
 

651  Greater Blue-eared Starling 

28 
 

303  African Palm Swift 74 
 

658  Amethyst Starling 

29 
 

313  Red-faced Mousebird 75 
 

674  Spectacled Weaver 

30 
 

321  Brown-hooded  Kingfisher 76 
 

676  Large Golden Weaver 

31 
 

329  Little Bee-eater 77 
 

679  African Masked Weaver 

32 
 

337  Eurasian Bee-eater 78 
 

689  Cardinal Quelea 

33 
 

341  Lilac-breasted Roller 79 
 

691  Red-billed Quelea 

34 
 

344  Broad-billed Roller 80 
 

693  Black-winged Red Bishop 

35 
 

345  Red-billed Wood Hoopoe 81 
 

694  Red Bishop 

36 
 

346  Scimitarbill 82 
 

698  White-winged Whydah 

37 
 

350  Crowned Hornbill 83 
 

704  Melba Finch (Green-winged Pytilia) 

38 
 

353  African Grey Hornbill 84 
 

708  Red-throated Twinspot 

39 
 

356  Southern Ground Hornbill 85 
 

711  Red-billed Firefinch 

40 
 

414  Wire-tailed Swallow 86 
 

713  Jameson’s Firefinch 

41 
 

417  Barn Swallow 87 
 

718  Common Waxbill 

42 
 

438  Black Cuckoo-shrike 88 
 

720  Blue Waxbill 

43 
 

446  Yellow-bellied Bulbul 89 
 

731  Village Indigobird 

44 
 

448  Terrestrial Bulbul 90 
 

735  Pin-tailed Widow 

45 
 

453  Black-eyed Bulbul 91 
 

737  Long-tailed Paradise Widow 

46 
 

469  Thrush Nightingale 92 
 

744  Yellow-fronted Canary 
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Lazy J List - 27 February 2011 

 Status key / notes  

R Resident PP Partial & possible migrant CC conservation concern globally 

A IntraAfrican migrant RR Restricted range CC conservation concern globally 

P Palaearctic migrant V vagrant cc  Conservation concern locally 

 

  
ZBN SCIENTIFIC NAME(S & R) ENGLISH  (genus first) Status 

 

    
S & R names 

  1 
 

63 Elanus caeruleus Kite Black shouldered PP 1 

2 
 

72 Circaetus pectoralis Eagle Black-breasted Snake PP 1 

3 
 

238 Streptopelia capicola Dove, Ring-necked R 1 

4 
 

240 Turtur chalcospilos Dove Emerald spotted Wood R 1 

5 
 

249 Tauraco schalowi Turaco Schalow's R 1 

6 
 

292 Macrodipteryx vexillarius Nightjar Pennant winged A 1 

7 
 

354 Tricholaema frontata Barbet Miombo Pied R 1 

8 
 

355 Lybius torquatus Barbet Black collared R 1 

9 
 

358 Trachyphonus vaillantii Barbet Crested R 1 

10 
 

367 Campethera bennettii Woodpecker Bennett's R 1 

11 
 

368 Campethera abingoni Woodpecker Golden tailed R 1 

12 
 

371 Dendropicos fuscescens Woodpecker Cardinal R 1 

13 
 

428 Campephaga flava Cuckooshrike Black PP 1 

14 
 

430 Coracina pectoralis Cuckooshrike White breasted PP 1 

15 
 

443 Pycnonotus tricolor Bulbul Dark capped R 1 

16 
 

448 Monticola angolensis Thrush Miombo Rock R 1 

17 
 

466 Cercotrichas barbata Robin Miombo bearded Scrub R 1 

18 
 

476 Myrmecocichla arnoti Chat Arnot's R 1 

19 
 

522 Cisticola chiniana Cisticola Rattling R 1 

20 
 

525 Cisticola fulvicapillus Neddicky R 1 

21 
 

529 Cisticola erythrops Cisticola Red faced R 1 

22 
 

535 Prinia subflava Prinia Tawny flanked R 1 

23 
 

545 Calamonastes stierlingi Warbler Stierling's Wren R 1 

24 
 

561 Batis molitor Batis Chinspot R 1 

25 
 

577 Parus rufiventris Tit Rufous bellied R 1 

26 
 

607 Oriolus larvatus Oriole Eastern Black headed R 1 

27 
 

608 Lanius souzae Shrike Sousa's R 1 

28 
 

614 Dryoscopus cubla Puffback Southern R 1 

29 
 

627 Prionops plumata Shrike White Helmet R 1 

30 
 

628 Prionops retzii Shrike Retz's Red billed Helmet R 1 

31 
 

630 Dicrurus adsimilis Drongo Fork tailed R 1 

32 
 

733 Serinus mennelli Seed eater Black eared R 1 
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Birds seen and heard during the birding weekend at Nkwali Camp in South 
Luangwa 4-6 February 2011 

  

 

 
English Name Seen Heard 

1 
 

4 
 

Reed Cormorant X 
 2 

 
10 

 
Dwarf Bittern X 

 3 
 

16 
 

Cattle Egret X 
 4 

 
17 

 
Green-backed Heron X 

 5 
 

20 
 

Little Egret X 
 6 

 
23 

 
Great White Egret X 

 7 
 

25 
 

Grey Heron X 
 8 

 
26 

 
Black-headed Heron X 

 9 
 

28 
 

Hamerkop X 
 10 

 
29 

 
Yellow-billed Stork X 

 11 
 

30 
 

Openbill Stork X 
 12 

 
33 

 
Woolly-necked Stork X 

 13 
 

34 
 

White Stork X 
 14 

 
35 

 
Saddlebill X 

 15 
 

38 
 

Sacred Ibis X 
 16 

 
40 

 
Hadada Ibis X 

 17 
 

41 
 

African Spoonbill X 
 18 

 
45 

 
White-faced Tree Duck X 

 19 
 

47 
 

Egyptian Goose X 
 20 

 
48 

 
Spur-winged Goose X 

 21 
 

49 
 

Knob-billed (Comb) Duck X 
 22 

 
66 

 
African Fish Eagle X 

 23 
 

68 
 

Hooded Vulture X 
 24 

 
69 

 
African White-backed Vulture X 

 25 
 

76 
 

Western Banded Snake Eagle X 
 26 

 
77 

 
Bateleur X 

 27 
 

91 
 

Lizard Buzzard X 
 28 

 
94 

 
Wahlberg’s Eagle X 

 29 
 

96 
 

Tawny Eagle X 
 30 

 
129 

 
Swainson’s Francolin X 

 31 
 

130 
 

Red-necked Francolin X 
 32 

 
132 

 
Harlequin Quail X 

 33 
 

135 
 

Helmeted Guineafowl X 
 34 

 
146 

 
African Crake X 

 35 
 

152 
 

Lesser (Allen's) Gallinule X 
 36 

 
157 

 
Southern (Grey) Crowned Crane X 

 37 
 

164 
 

African Jacana X 
 38 

 
169 

 
Water Dikkop X 

 39 
 

171 
 

Three-banded Courser X 
 40 

 
180 

 
Three-banded Plover X 

 41 
 

190 
 

White-crowned Plover X 
 42 

 
195 

 
Crowned Plover X 
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43 
 

207 
 

Marsh Sandpiper X 
 44 

 
208 

 
Greenshank X 

 45 
 

212 
 

Wood Sandpiper X 
 46 

 
214 

 
Common Sandpiper X 

 47 
 

223 
 

Ruff X 
 48 

 
245 

 
Cape Turtle Dove X 

 49 
 

246 
 

Red-eyed Dove X 
 50 

 
247 

 
Emerald-spotted Wood Dove X 

 51 
 

252 
 

Grey headed Parrot X 
 52 

 
253 

 
Meyer’s Parrot X 

 53 
 

257 
 

Purple-crested Turaco   X 

54 
 

262 
 

Jacobin Cuckoo X 
 55 

 
266 

 
Black Cuckoo   X 

56 
 

267 
 

Eurasian Grey Cuckoo X 
 57 

 
273 

 
Emerald Cuckoo   X 

58 
 

275 
 

Didric Cuckoo X 
 59 

 
279 

 
Senegal Coucal X 

 60 
 

286 
 

Giant (Verreaux's) Eagle Owl X 
 61 

 
287 

 
Pel's Fishing Owl X 

 62 
 

298 
 

Gaboon (Mozambique/Square-tailed) Nightjar X 
 63 

 
299 

 
Pennant-winged Nightjar X 

 64 
 

303 
 

African Palm Swift X 
 65 

 
309 

 
Little Swift X 

 66 
 

311 
 

African White-rumped Swift X 
 67 

 
313 

 
Red-faced Mousebird X 

 68 
 

318 
 

Malachite Kingfisher X 
 69 

 
321 

 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher X 

 70 
 

322 
 

Chestnut-bellied (Grey-headed) Kingfisher X 
 71 

 
324 

 
Senegal (Woodland) Kingfisher X 

 72 
 

326 
 

Striped Kingfisher X 
 73 

 
328 

 
Pied Kingfisher X 

 74 
 

329 
 

Little Bee-eater X 
 75 

 
332 

 
White-fronted Bee-eater X 

 76 
 

337 
 

Eurasian Bee-eater X 
 77 

 
339 

 
Southern Carmine Bee-eater X 

 78 
 

341 
 

Lilac-breasted Roller X 
 79 

 
344 

 
Broad-billed Roller X 

 80 
 

345 
 

Red-billed (Green) Wood Hoopoe X 
 81 

 
348 

 
Red-billed Hornbill X 

 82 
 

350 
 

Crowned Hornbill X 
 83 

 
353 

 
African Grey Hornbill X 

 84 
 

356 
 

Southern Ground Hornbill X 
 85 

 
360 

 
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird   X 

86 
 

365 
 

Black-collared Barbet   X 

87 
 

378 
 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker X 
 88 

 
395 

 
Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark X 

 89 
 

406 
 

Lesser Striped Swallow X 
 90 

 
414 

 
Wire-tailed Swallow X 
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91 
 

424 
 

African Pied Wagtail X 
 92 

 
446 

 
Yellow-bellied Bulbul X 

 93 
 

448 
 

Terrestrial Bulbul   X 

94 
 

453 
 

Black-eyed (Common) Bulbul X 
 95 

 
456 

 
White-throated (Eastern/Yellow-spotted) Nicator   X 

96 
 

473 
 

Heuglin’s (White-browed) Robin   X 

97 
 

500 
 

Great Reed Warbler   X 

98 
 

511 
 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela   X 

99 
 

513 
 

Long-billed Crombec   X 

100 
 

528 
 

Fan-tailed (Zitting) Cisticola X 
 101 

 
534 

 
Rattling Cisticola X 

 102 
 

548 
 

Tawny-flanked Prinia X 
 103 

 
552 

 
Yellow-breasted Apalis   X 

104 
 

557 
 

Bleating Bush Warbler X 
 105 

 
560 

 
Pallid (Pale) Flycatcher X 

 106 
 

562 
 

Southern Black Flycatcher X 
 107 

 
564 

 
Spotted Flycatcher X 

 108 
 

565 
 

Dusky Flycatcher X 
 109 

 
575 

 
Chinspot Batis X 

 110 
 

582 
 

African Paradise Flycatcher X 
 111 

 
586 

 
Arrow-marked Babbler X 

 112 
 

596 
 

Collared Sunbird X 
 113 

 
623 

 
Red-backed Shrike X 

 114 
 

628 
 

Southern Puffback X 
 115 

 
630 

 
Brown-headed Tchagra   X 

116 
 

631 
 

Black-crowned Tchagra   X 

117 
 

632 
 

Tropical Boubou X 
 118 

 
636 

 
Orange-breasted Bush Shrike   X 

119 
 

640 
 

White Helmet Shrike X 
 120 

 
641 

 
Retz’s Red-billed Helmet Shrike X 

 121 
 

643 
 

Fork-tailed Drongo X 
 122 

 
651 

 
Greater Blue-eared Starling X 

 123 
 

656 
 

Southern (Meve's) Long-tailed Starling X 
 124 

 
658 

 
Amethst (Plum-coloured/Violet-backed) Starling X 

 125 
 

661 
 

Yellow-billed Oxpecker X 
 126 

 
662 

 
Red-billed Oxpecker X 

 127 
 

664 
 

Northern Grey-headed Sparrow X 
 128 

 
667 

 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver X 

 129 
 

669 
 

White-browed Sparrow-weaver X 
 130 

 
674 

 
Spectacled Weaver X 

 131 
 

676 
 

Large (Holub's) Golden Weaver X 
 132 

 
679 

 
African Masked Weaver X 

 133 
 

682 
 

Spotted-backed (Village) Weaver X 
 134 

 
688 

 
Red-headed Weaver X 

 135 
 

693 
 

Black-winged (Fire-crowned) Bishop X 
 136 

 
694 

 
Red Bishop X 

 137 
 

698 
 

White-winged Whydah X 
 138 

 
704 

 
Green-winged Pytilia (Melba Finch) X 
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139 
 

711 
 

Red-billed Firefinch   X 

140 
 

720 
 

Blue Waxbill X 
 141 

 
731 

 
Village Indigobird X 

 142 
 

737 
 

Long-tailed Paradise Widow X 
 143 

 
744 

 
Yellow-fronted (Yellow-eyed) Canary X 

 

  
  

 
Total seen (127) and heard (16): 143 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

FOR CONTRIBUTORS: 
 

Contributions for the Newsletter should be sent to 

Cathy Goody - goody@iconnect.zm 
 

Deadline for content 25th of the month 

 

Corporate Members of ZOS have the opportunity to advertise in the newsletter. 

Please send the information to the above address 

 

Advisor: Bob Stjernstedt – bob@zamnet.zm 
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